
Guidance for Poster Presentations at APWA Conferences 

In an effort to promote the sharing of ideas and ongoing projects, we are offering 
an opportunity for both students and regular members to present their work in a 
poster session during the Annual State APWA conference. The following are 

appropriate topics for poster presentations. 

 Ongoing Issues with Public Works in your community 

 Current projects or programs 

 Ideas for future projects or programs 

 Review of outcomes of projects and programs. 

We will welcome contributions from all members. Come and share your work with 
us. 
 
Presenting a poster at these conferences is an excellent opportunity for 
professional development.  Presenters receive valuable feedback on their work 
from other members. Poster presentations increase the opportunity to network 
with members from other chapters.   
 
Conference presentation posters are summaries of an idea or a project proposed 
or completed presented on a 3 x 4 ft. poster board.   
 
Tips for good poster formatting 
 
Developing a good poster is as much an art as a science. It is important that you 
incorporate clear writing, convey clarity of design yet keep it brief enough for 
someone to scan quickly and get the sense of your project.  You want to make 
sure there is enough for the reader to ask thoughtful questions.  
 

 Avoid too much text. You do not want the reader to provide a paper in 
poster format. This will be too much dense text for a reader to review with 
limited time.  

 Include all key elements 

 Include a handout  

 Include graphics, including pictures as appropriate, but make sure they 
have purpose and do not make the poster look too distracting or busy.  

 
Be sure to access the poster template and view the sample poster.  Notice the 
clarity of writing and use of bullets and numbering. The trickiest part of poster 
development is balancing enough information to convey design and rigor while 
not having it appear as paper in poster format with dense text.  
 



Graphics and Visuals 
 

 You may include graphs or tables to illustrate the needs of your 
community or the results of your projects. 

 A picture is said to be worth a thousand words, but you can have too 
many pictures.  One or 2 pictures can be added to your presentations 
to emphasize your points.  Use pictures from your work and not clip art 
or pictures that are generic. 


